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David Swann, Leader of the Official Opposition

David Swann was elected to his first term as a Member of the
Legislative Assembly of Alberta for the constituency of
Calgary-Mountain View on November 22, 2004. He was re-elected on
March 3, 2008. He was elected as Leader of the Alberta Liberals, and
therefore Leader of the Official Opposition, on December 13, 2008.

Dr. Swann graduated from the University of Alberta with his B.MSc. in
1971, his M.D. in 1973, and from the University of Calgary with his
FRCP(C) in 1988. He practised as a family physician from 1975 to 1984
and then as a public health consultant from 1988 to 2004.

Dr. Swann and his wife Laureen have three children. During his free time
he enjoys music, jogging, canoeing, hiking, woodworking and writing.
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An Open Letter to Albertans

| treasure every moment | spend in Alberta’s great outdoors. The beauty, abundance and quality of our rivers, lakes and land are
unparalleled, and | savour the beauty of our countryside.

When that beauty and abundance are threatened by poorly planned economic development, we all lose, and the consequences grow
with every passing moment. Pollutants harm human health and our food supply; climate change threatens our economy and quality of
life; resource depletion hampers our growth; urban sprawl eats up prime agricultural land and disrupts wildlife.

These impacts affect every Albertan every day of our lives. We should all be environmentalists, because life itself depends upon clean
air, clean and abundant water supplies and responsible land use.

These aren’t just green platitudes to me. I've put my career on the line for the environment. | was fired by the Alberta government for
speaking out in favour of the Kyoto Accord to fight climate change. As a physician, | felt it was my duty to note the health impacts of
climate change, and to call for action against this massive environmental threat. Years earlier, | helped develop Calgary’s first pesticide
free park. And as an MLA, | canoed up the Athabasca River to speak with the First Nations peoples at Fort Chipewyan about the health
impacts of oilsands development.

My colleague Laurie Blakeman has a similar outlook and experiences. She walks to work, uses public transit, shares a hybrid vehicle
with her spouse, changed all the light bulbs in her home to compact fluorescents a decade ago, before it was trendy...in other words,
she walks the walk when it comes to environmental stewardship; it’s part of her daily routine.

It should come as no surprise, then, that Laurie was the chief author of this policy. When | became Leader of the Official Opposition, |
knew that Laurie would make a perfect Environment Critic —because she’d be a great Environment Minister. Passionately committed to
a cleaner, greener Alberta, Laurie never fails to hold the Stelmach administration accountable for their failure to act as responsible
stewards of Alberta's environment and economy. In a province that sometimes seems like a comfortable home for climate change
deniers, she has the courage to stand up and say, in her words, "Climate change is real and poses a significant challenge."

In this policy, Laurie backs up those words with real action - solid policies that can transform Alberta from a notorious polluter to one
of the greenest economies in the world.

As you'll read in our policy, an Alberta Liberal administration would take real and immediate action to fight climate change, protect
wetlands and our critical headwaters, clean up our air and water and diversify our energy sources. The Blakeman environment plan
ensures that Alberta would be greener within the first four years of our administration. Vague promises of eventual improvements just
won’t cut it.

That being said, Laurie and | are also realists. We can’t fight climate change or protect our air, land and water without the participation
of business and the energy sector in particular. For years we've been building bridges with business leaders, many of whom are just as
eager to help protect Alberta’s environment and cut their greenhouse gas emissions. They're simply looking for strong leadership and a
clear set of rules to guide them, so that they won’t be put at a competitive disadvantage. The oil sands, for example, create enormous
wealth for our province, but government has a duty to enforce the highest environmental standards.

The fight to save our environment will require all hands on deck. Ideology is meaningless when it comes to this particular crisis; we're
all responsible for creating it, and we’re all responsible for solving it. Albertans need to work together, right now, to protect our water
supply, to clean up our air and land, and to cut greenhouse gas emissions. There’s no more time to waste, and the benefits to our
health, economy and quality of life will be tremendous.

Alberta’s air, land, water, our energy sector and our international reputation have taken a beating because of the casual indifference of
the current government to environmental issues. The time for debate about environmental protection is over. It’s time for real action

and leadership. An Alberta Liberal administration would make Alberta the greenest jurisdiction in North America. This policy shows
how we’d begin.
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David Swann, Leader of the Official Opposition
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Five Principles
Our approach to environmental protection is based on five principles:

1) Water is our most precious resource, and we will give priority to basic human water needs and
the preservation of wetlands and instream flow needs.

2) Climate change is real, and we must act in good faith to reduce Alberta’s carbon footprint.

3) Powering long-term economic growth requires energy diversification, energy efficiency
and conservation.

4) Human health depends upon a clean environment and clean cities and towns.

5) We have an ethical duty to preserve natural areas both for human use,
to ensure wildlife thrives, and to protect the intrinsic beauty of the landscape.

These principles guide every decision we have made in crafting this environmental action plan. An Alberta
Liberal administration would immediately put these principles in practice, creating a cleaner, healthier
environment for all, and a thriving economy for decades to come.
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Laurie Blakeman, Deputy Leader,

David Swann, Leader of the Official Oppaosition
Official Opposition Environment Critic

Protecting Our Water

Water is absolutely essential to all forms of life, and yet the current administration is turning our water into
a commodity to be sold to the highest bidder. With drought threatening the supply of drinking water,
economic growth and our agriculture sector, it’s more important than ever that we act now to preserve and
protect our rivers, lakes and wetlands.

» We will protect Alberta’s drinking water by giving priority to basic human needs. We will not support
a water market; water is a human right, not a commodity.

» When it comes to water, an old saying forms the best possible policy: waste not, want not. We will
require greater efficiency in all fresh water use in the province, with specific focus on the agricultural
and industrial sectors.

» We will clean up Alberta’s toxic tailings ponds through research partnerships, strict guidelines and
enforcement, and shared best practices — in other words, whatever gets the job done, and gets it
done fast.
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» We will implement a no net loss policy to protect our wetlands. In other words, if a hectare of wetlands
must be developed, another equivalent hectare must be created or protected from development.

» We will protect Alberta’s water supply by fast-tracking a provincial groundwater inventory and
establishing an effective province-wide water quality monitoring program, with proper funding to ensure
that we not only have a program in place, but the people and equipment needed to actually do the job.

» We will protect watersheds by protecting all headwaters and
requiring full public consultation and the approval by the Alberta
Water Council before introducing any legislation which would
allow for inter-basin water transfers. An Alberta Liberal
administration would avoid such transfers because it’s not only
inefficient and wasteful, it moves the problem around rather
than avoiding it in the first place.

» We will eliminate the use of fresh water for deep well flooding — used
by the oil and gas industry to harvest petroleum — by not issuing any
new water licenses and by setting strict timelines for the cancellation
of existing licenses for deep well flooding. It doesn’t make sense to
pour fresh water down an oil well.

Creating a Carbon-Responsible Economy

Climate change is real and poses a significant challenge. We will act in good faith to reduce Alberta’s
carbon footprint. Doing so will not only help fight climate change; it will repair our international
reputation, protecting our energy sector and bringing new investment from abroad.

» We will make real reductions in Alberta’s greenhouse gas emissions by rejecting the use of
intensity-based targets and instituting a hard cap by 2017.

» We will expand the number of companies required to reduce their greenhouse gas emissions from
those emitting over 100,000 tonnes of carbon dioxide to include those emitting over 50,000
tonnes.

» To achieve swift and significant action toward carbon efficiency, we will provide the option to
partially offset emissions from energy use and development by paying into a green technology
fund.

Powering Long-Term Growth

For long-term growth, Alberta needs an energy sector that includes petroleum and renewable energy
sources including solar, wind and water generation.
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